
 Extra Credit worth up to a grade bump (B to B+, final grade):  Basic Assumptions in Psychology

The following is a series of statements concerning the nature of the human mind, body, and soul, as well as the nature and methods of psychology.  Many of the statements expressed here have been held by previous thinkers in the history of thinking about psychological issues. On the line below each statement, write at least one name of someone discussed in this course who believes the statement. Note: this is not an Easter egg hunt.  These are not necessarily quotes to be found in the book, but rather statements that you can reasonably conclude that they believed from what you know about them. Repeats are acceptable. For a FAB (Final Grade bump), include several names, where appropriate, and some explanation of unusual or interesting choices.  Footnote the explanations by number and write on back.  Assignments that appear to have been copied wholesale from other studentsor done in groups (in my sole and final judgment), will receive less credit than obvious good faith efforts to go the extra mile and learn something.

1.  We will eventually be able to explain everything about the mind by referring to  neurochemical brain processes.
Sam Harris.1
2.  Humans are basically good, corrupted by bad experience in life.
Martin Seligman and Gabriele Oettingan 2.
3.  Evolution moves from lower, more primitive organisms to higher, more sophisticated ones.  Humans are at the top of that ladder.
Charles Darwin and William James
4.  A supreme being guides human activity.
Sigmund Freud, Erik Erikson, and Carl Jung
5.  Humans are basically rational, reasoning beings.
Herbert Simon
6.  Our thoughts are related to neurochemical brain processes, but can never be explained fully by them.
Paul Churchland
7.  One can see in the fetus and infants the earlier stages of evolution; evolution proceeds by adding stages, so that, for example, a toddler is like a lower animal.
Jean Piaget 
8.  A supreme being does not exist.
Rene Descartes 
9.  Humans are driven by irrational passions that must be held in check by society.
David Hume
10.  Hypnosis is a useful therapeutic technique.
Braid and T.X Barber
11.   There exists a soul separate from the physical brain that cannot be explained by science.
Robin Dunbar 3.
12.  The mentally unstable are more susceptible to hypnosis than "normal" people.
Gill and Brenman
13.  A supreme being guides evolution towards a purposeful end.
James Reddie

14.  Psychology should be the study of mind.
Pierre Janet and William James 4
15.  Things learned by parents are genetically passed on to their children.
Sir Francis Galton
16.  Psychology should be the study of consciousness.
William James 5.
17.  Psychology should be the study of behaviors.
Artur Staats
18.  Ideas combine like mental chemistry; simpler ideas combine to form more complex ones.
Plato
19.  Observations of the workings of one's own mental life are valid data for psychology.
Wilhem Wundt
20.  Humans are born with certain categories of ideas like pleasure, pain.
Plato and Kant, 
21.  Humans are born with certain categories of ideas like right and wrong.
Confucius and Buddha
22.  Humans are born with certain reflexes.
Wilhelm Wundt and Feud 6.
23.  Every mental act, no matter how small, is connected to previous mental acts leading back to childhood. 7.
Jean Piagget
24.  Humans are basically selfish.
Thomas Hobbes
25.  If it were possible to know a person's entire reinforcement history, what that person was rewarded for and punished for throughout life, it would be possible to predict with almost perfect certainty what that person would do next.
Skinner 8
26.  Something like ESP exists.
J. B Rhine and Louisa Rhine_
27.  Free will does not exist; we may think we have control over our behavior, but it is entirely determined by the external conditions of the environment and our biological needs.
Willy Hellpach and Kurt Lewin
28.  The unconscious is like an archeological digging site; fascinating meaningful things exist there that must be uncovered by digging.
Sigmund Freud 9
[bookmark: _GoBack]29.  What we call the unconscious is like a jigsaw puzzle: all the pieces are there on the surface,  we just need to put the things together. It's not really deep and mysterious.
Feud
30.  The unconscious is a useless concept for psychology.
Charles Darwin 10
31.  Consciousness is a useless concept for psychology.
Daniel Dennet 11
32.  Reality is constructed inside our heads through acting on the world.
W. I Thomas
33.  There is a definite connection between the condition of one's nose and sexual impulses.
Fleiss and Freud 12
34.  There is definite scientific evidence for biorhythms.
Wilhelm Fliess and Freud Sigmund
35.  Humans of either sex are inherently bisexual.
Alfred Kinsey
36.  Intelligence is inherited.
Plato 
37.  Insanity is inherited.
F. B. Hanson 
38.  Humans are born a blank slate, without innate ideas.
John Locke
39.  Intelligent people have bigger brains than stupid people.
Mark Fuller
40.  Nervous energy must go somewhere; if blocked, (through frustration, for example, or repression), illness will result.
Piaget _
41.  Evolution proceeds by the random success of particular organisms in particular environments.
Kurt Lewin
42.  Human behavior is largely a buildup of a hierarchy of habits.
William James
43.  Insight is highly important in human learning.
Wolfgang Kohler
44.  Humans perceive situations holistically rather than by adding up the pieces.
Jerome Bruner
45.  It is bad science to assume that nonhuman animals can think abstractly.
Francis Bacon
46.  Pleasure and pain are the prime motivators of human behavior.
Freud 
47.  Psychology is a natural science, like Physics or Biology.
Sigmund
48 Theories are often disproven by inconsistent facts.
George Simpson
49.  Psychology is not quite a science, like History or Philosophy.Sam 
Harris
50.  Facts are more important than theories or methods.
Wilhem Fleiss

1. Harris believes that neuroscience can, and will ultimately dictate human values. 
2. Both are examples of optimistic psychologists
3. He came up with the social brain hypothesis
4. Janet advanced the study of unconscious mind while James advanced the study of motivation
5. James wrote about the stream of thoughts
6. Wundt coined the idea of instinct
7. Piaget is credited with the psychology of cognitive development
8. Skinner developed operant conditioning
9. Freud is attributed to the unconscious dig rat
10. Darwin believed in survival for the fittest
11. Dennett believed consciousness is an illusion
12. Fleiss and Freud published nasal reflux neurosis theory
